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Minister of Libya during the monarchy, who agreed to meet in London in order to shed light on the tumultuous developments that took place during his tenure in office. A sabbatical leave from Dartmouth College allowed me to finish the manuscript. Marigold Acland and two anonymous readers for Cambridge University Press provided insightful and thoughtful comments as the manuscript progressed.
Transliterations from the Arabic in this book use the classical Arabic spelling except where any attempt to do so would render names unintelligible to some readers -hence Tripoli rather than Tarabulus. For the transliteration of place names I have relied on Gazetteer No. 41 -Libya ( June 1958) published by the United States Board on Geographic Names. The ta marbuta, however, when not in construct state, is rendered a and not ah as in the Gazetteer: Zuwara rather than Zuwarah. Arabic words familiar to a western audience -such as ulama and sharia -are written without diacritical marks. Unless in quotations from original sourcesthat, for example, render Jaghbub as Giarbub or Giarabub in official Italian documents -I have chosen to adopt the spelling used by the Gazetteer, with the caveat noted above.
The General People's Congress and Committee system (Libya's equivalent of a Parliament and a Cabinet) uses a complex and confusing set of designations for its institutions and for those who represent it. The Secretary of the General People's Committee for Foreign Affairs is simply "the Foreign Minister" or "the Secretary of Foreign Affairs" in this book. The General Secretariat of the People's Bureau for Planning is simply "the Ministry of Planning."
A final note on sources: the literature on Libya is by now enormous, and of widely varying quality. In order to provide some guidance, and to keep the text manageable and accessible, readers will find in the bibliography and in the endnotes to each chapter references to some of what are, in my estimation, the most important works on Libya's modern history. Most, except for references to newspaper articles and Libyan documents, and excluding a handful of French sources, are in English. A more exhaustive bibliography, as well as references to additional Arabic sources, can be found in my Libya Since Independence and in specialized bibliographies of Libya. Just before going to press, the Centre for Libyan Studies in Oxford graciously provided me with the first three (of a projected eight) volumes of Libya Between The Past and the Present (in Arabic) by Dr. Muhammad Mugharyif [Mohamed Yousef Al-Magariaf ]. They provide an extremely valuable overview of Libyan history, and include a collection of historical documents as well as previously unavailable pictures -some of which were provided, courtesy of the Centre for Libyan Studies, for this book. My sincere thanks to Youssef El-Megreisi for making them available. The Ottomans occupy Ghadames. 1855
The Sanusiyya moves its headquarters to Jaghbub. 1859
Muhammad al-Sanusi dies in Jaghbub. 1890
Anglo-French convention delineates British and Ottoman spheres of influence in North Africa.
1895
The Sanusiyya moves its headquarters to Kufra. 1902 Ahmad al-Shariff al-Sanusi becomes head of the Sanusiyya. 1908
The Young Turk revolt takes place in Constantinople, briefly raising hopes for political independence in Tripolitania.
1910
A French-Ottoman agreement settles the borders between Tripolitania, Algeria, and Tunisia. Publication of the first of several essays in Al-Fajr al-Jadid that will eventually become The Green Book.
November 1975
First Basic People's Congresses created.
5-18 January 1976
The first General People's Congress (GPC) convenes; the ASU is abolished. 7 April 1976
The government puts down student demonstrations.
May 1976
Qadhafi announces the creation of special committees that will intensify the revolution. They will eventually become the Revolutionary Committees. The GPC adopts legislation to reform the Libyan economy.
June 2003
Dr. Shukri Ghanem is appointed as Prime Minister, in part to guide the economic reform efforts.
May 2003
Libya approaches Britain and the United States to discuss outstanding issues, including weapons of mass destruction. Libya makes an offer to the Lockerbie families for a settlement that ties compensation to the lifting of sanctions. , 1900-2005 xxv 
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